Institute for Applied Language Studies, 21 Hill Place, Edinburgh - email ials.enquiries@ed.ac.uk

English Classes for Non-Graduating Students 

(A non-graduating student is someone who is studying or doing research at the

University of Edinburgh but who is not registered for a degree at the University).
IALS English Test
Non-graduating students are not required to do a test in order to study at the University. But if you are interested in an English course, or want to get advice on how to improve, you may take the IALS English Test - a 60-minute gap-filling test of grammar and vocabulary. It is usually held, at 2 p.m. on the first three Fridays of the Autumn Term, at 21 Hill Place. You will receive your result by email.  If you are coming to study from January, there is also a test on the first Wednesday of term at 2 p.m. which takes around half an hour and classes should begin the following week.  Please view www.ials.ed.ac.uk/engs.html for up-to-date information on test times.

English classes

Content and level

This course is run primarily for students on exchange programmes (e.g. ERASMUS and SOCRATES), but it is also open to other non-graduating visiting students and researchers. We use topical texts to extend your vocabulary, grammar and fluency. The course is intended for students below advanced level (7.0 IELTS, 600 TOEFL). It is not designed to teach academic writing; if you need help in that area, get advice from Dr Tony Lynch at A.J.Lynch@ed.ac.uk.

Enrolment
If your IALS test score is within the course range (i.e. below 7.0 IELTS, etc.), we will invite you to enrol for the classes. If you score higher, the ‘Alternatives’ are shown below. We start the class as soon as we have 8 enrolments; that usually means we start in the last week of October or the first week in Novermber. The classes contain 8-16 students and are held 2-4 p.m. Wednesdays (a non-teaching day for most students), and continue until the final week of the University term.

Fees
The course is offered at low cost, and there are no free places. Edinburgh University students pay £3.50 per hour (30% of our normal tuition rate); non-Edinburgh University students pay £6.00. You pay for the term, in advance. If you join after the classes have started, you pay for the remaining hours. We expect you to attend all the sessions once you have started the course; there are no refunds for any absences. 

Alternatives

•  If your test score is above the course level, you may benefit from using our book PROFILE. It has been written specifically for people in Edinburgh who have already achieved a reasonable level in English and want to make further progress independently. You could also consider our Communicate in English course (see below).

•  If you want to do a course but can’t come on Wednesdays, our course Communicate in English runs on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4.30-6.00 p.m. It caters for a wide range of people, not exclusively university students, and the course fees are not reduced. For details, email ials.enquiries@ed.ac.uk
•  If you can’t afford to pay for language classes, you can advertise at IALS for a ‘language exchange’, which costs nothing. (In a language exchange, you find a British person who is studying your language, and the two of you meet regularly for conversation practice, speaking half the time in your language and the other half in English). Email ials.enquiries@ed.ac.uk  for details.

For further advice, email Dr Tony Lynch - A.J.Lynch@ed.ac.uk

